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^Ix  I'-r-rEDI/.TE  EELEaSE  June  8,  1943 

Statement  by  Lt.  Col.  Jay  L.  Taylor,  Deputy 
Administrator,  '.ar  Food  uidminis'tration,  at  a 
joint  meeting  oi."  the  Cattle  and  Beef  Industry 
iidvisory  Corainittee  and  members  of  the  ""I'ar  ivieat 
Board  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  June  8,  1943. 

t>ome  livestock  and  meat  groups  have  been  disturbed  recently  by  specula- 
tion in  various  quartert   on  shifts  in  food  production  programs  and  in  the 
diet  of  the  iunerican  people  said  to  be  under  consideration  in  the  V/ar  Food 
.administration.     Some  reports  have  stated  that  '/FA  officials  sre  planning  for 
a  heavy  cut  in  animal  products  and  a  great  step-up  in  cereal  end  vepetable 
protein  foods,  like  vfhoet  r.nd  dry  beans.;  also  on  a  ch!m-^,e  in  the  civilian  diet 
with  sharp  reduction  oi  mos.t  and  coxi.siderable  increases  in  dry  besns,  potatoes, 
cereals,  etc. 

!Jov/,  of  course,  vro  have  to  adjust  our  producinf^  end  eating  habits  to 
the  requirements  of  wa^,  all  should  hold  ourselves  re;\dv  for  chpnges,  and 

vdllin,;--ly  make  the  npcec.-:  ry  r  Iterations  in  vhnt  Tvc  produce  and  v^hat  we  eat. 
Jo  one  can  foresee  all  vhrr.  is  ^lolxii;  to  happen  and  lay  dovn  p  plan  Avhich  will 
be  carried  throuj;la  .'ithout  o.iy  variation.* 

But  I  '.rent  to  bri.a.'^;  you  assurance 'direct  from  udmiri strator  Dr.vis  that 
there  is' no  intent  to"  mal,.  '^'"  drastic  cuts  in  output  oi  arimpi  proc'ucts  ?.:nd 
replace  them  in  lf.r;;e  p? 'r'c  in  the  .American  diet  vi :;h '  veg>jtabie  foods. 

Here  is  the  situ.-tibn  as  ire  see  it  tod?','; 

First,  for  the  -ake  of  morale,  and  good  nutrition,  vre  want  to  see  the 
maximum  possible  amount  of  msat,  milk,' and  egr^s  in  the  diet  of  the  :vmerican 
armed  forces,  civilians,  p.nd  the  allies  to  whom  we  send  p^^rt  of  their  food 
su  .ply.  •  ; 
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Second,  there  is  a  li-.-;it  pls^ced  by  feed  resources  on  the  amount  of 
these  foods  we  can  produce.     I'liese  limits  •'/rere  stated  in  the  report  fron  the  ' 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  on  the  livssi:ock  and  feed  situation  issued  by 
Administrator  D^vis  on  April  >;2,     Th.'.t  report  stated  thet  (I'm  quoting)  .   .  ." 
.   .   .  Livestoc'i  production  is  nov;  at  record  hei^^htj   .   .   .  further  increases 
are  in  prospect,  find  .   .   .  liA/estock  numbers  will  have  to  be  leveled  off  ^nd 
perhaps  reduced  unless  additional  sources  of  feed  are  developed  or  unusually 
favorable  yields  of  feed  grain  pre  reali7,ed  in  1943." 

In  transmittinf^  this  report,  Mr.  Dfvis  celled  for  a  vigorous  program 
of  feed  conservation  to    make  the  supplies  go  just  ss  far  as  possible,  end 
announced  that  the  Tar  Food  i.dministrn tion  would  try  to  increase  the  supply  of 
feed  by  importations.     The  obvious  intent  is  to  keep  the  feed  sui,)ply  at  a 
level  v,'hich  will  maintain  milk,  egg  and  meat  production  at  the  highest  possible 
level  permitted  by  our  feed  supplies.  will  produce  and  market  much  more 

meet  in  the  coming  12  months  than  in  the  past  12  months,  ps  a  metter  of  f«ct. 
The  War  Food  Adwiini  strati  on  is  glad  th.'-t  this  is  to  be  so. 

But,  in  the  third  place,  even  though  we  produce,  and  import  feed 
enough  t»  maintain  a  high  level  *f  livestock  output,  there  still  will  not  be 
enough  meat,  milk,  end  eggs  t«  meet  the  demand  of  all  the  claimants.  Our 
civilians  with  the  greatest  buying  power  ever  knoi.Ti  i/ould  take  more,  if  they 
could  get  it.     So  i/ould  our  armed  forces.     So  would  our  allies,    juid  if  and 
vfhen  we  start  liberating  the  conquered  peoples,  ve  shall  face  another  group 
of  claimants  v/ho  "vfould  take  gref  t  quantities,  if  they  could  get  them, 

IJov/  in  the  fourth  pi.'  ce,  vre  want  to  feed  all  these  fighters  and  v'orkers 
just  as  vrell  es  v/e  can  feed  them.     Since  it  is  impossible  to  meet  sll  the 
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potatoes,  and  tl-ie  oilseeds.     Thv..t  is  thy  only  r;ay  to  pi  ovide  F-dequate  nourish- 
ment for  all  the  people  Mho  have  to  ^et  it  from  us  in  order  to  produce  end  fight 
most  effectively. 

The  policy,  then,  boils  do^m  to  this:     Grov;  all  the  feed  possible  in  the 
ligrit  of  requirements  for  other  farm  products;  import  all  the  feed  possible; 
vmste  not  a  sinr^le  pound  or'  feed;  thus  naintr.in  milk,  egg  and  meat  production 
f.t  the  highest  possible  level  permitted  by  our  feed  supplies.     J^t  the  se<.me 
time  mr-.ize  sure  v/e  have  adequate  nourishment  for  all  hands  by  increasing  output 
of  vegetable  foods  for  direct  consumption. 

"In  the  li^ht  of  this  policy,  it  behooves  or ch  individual  producer, 
part  culr.rly  in  the  ara*-.s  thf  t  normally  import  feed,  to  use  every  mea^ns  he 
can  to  increase  his  oim  feed  production  and  reduce  his  dependence  on  pur- 
chased feeds.     Farraers  v/ill  be  surprised  at  hov;  much  they  can  do  to  increase 
feed  production  by  better  manap;;iment  of  hay  and  pasture  land;  by  arranging  for 

supplementary  pasture  crops  to  be  available  in  the  late  summer  and  fall;  and 
by  tht)  mo  .t  ri^'id  cpre  in  using  both  home  gro^m  feeds  and  purchased  feeds." 


